[Clinical and pathological analysis of oral manifestations of 40 patients with secondary syphilis].
To analyze the clinical and pathological features of 40 patients with secondary syphilis. A total of 40 cases of secondary syphilis confirmed by serology were collected during 1994-2004 and were first diagnosed on presentation with oral lesions. The white patch in oral mucosa was found in 32 cases with painless or slight pain in most cases. The most common site of the lesion was the tongue. The histological examination on eight cases was initially misdiagnosed as oral candidosis or lichen planus, but confirmed as syphilis after serology revealed nonspecific inflammation with intraepithelial microabscess and dense perivascular infiltration of lymphocytes and plasma cells in connective tissue. The symptoms showed dramatic improvement in 16 cases after benzathine penicillin treatment. The oral manifestations of syphilis have specific clinical and pathological feature and attention should be paid to the suspicious oral lesions when patients are first presented in a dental office.